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New Name & Logo!
As you can see, we have a new logo and name. After a lot of deliberation within the Working Group,
we decided that the time was right to update our name since the previous one was rather long and
unwieldy and with the upcoming Conference (see below) we need something more succinct and
‘punchy’. We have overlaid the new name on a badger footprint, which recognises and reflects our
origin as a group. We hope you like it.
We will also be organising the Working Group such that certain members will take responsibility for
dealing with specific species. For instance, Adrian will look after Badgers and Richard will do the same
for Otters. We are also working to update the information on the Suffolk Wildlife Trust website, more
on this in the coming months.

Suffolk Mammal Conference
During our preparation for the AGM the idea of holding a Mammal Conference in Suffolk was put
forward and this has now become a reality. We have booked a great venue and we have a line-up of
some very well known and respected experts who have all confirmed their attendance to Chair and
Speak at the Conference. Brief details are as follows:

Date: 15th November, 2014 Venue: The Athenaeum, Bury St Edmunds
Chairs (Morning and Afternoon):
Lord Cranbrook & Sir Kenneth Carlisle (Chair,
Suffolk Wildlife Trust)

Speakers / Potential Topics:

Johnny Birks (Chair Mammal Society) Polecats and
possibly Pine Martens.
Simone Bullion (Suffolk Wildlife Trust) Dormice.
Rob Fuller (BTO) Issues surrounding increasing deer
population.
John Gurnell (Queen Mary University London)
Wildlife interventions, some cautionary tales and /or Red
Squirrels.
Pat Morris (Royal Holloway College, Retired)
Decline of the hedgehog population
Michael Noonan, Rhodes Scholar at the Wildlife
Conservation Research Unit (WILDCRU),
University of Oxford. Groundbreaking research on
badger movements (above and below ground) involving
magneto-inductive tracking.
Rob Strachan (Environment Agency) Water voles
Emma Webb (MARINElife) Cetaceans off the East
Anglian coastline. (Continued on page 2)
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Suffolk Mammal Conference
(Continued from front cover)
The emphasis will of course be on Suffolk/East Anglia and we want to showcase what is happening in
this region. We also want to stress the importance of monitoring. We will be refining the speaker
topics over the next few months.
We expect a great demand for tickets, which will be limited, and we want to give priority to Suffolk
Mammal Group supporters. If you would like to register your interest and reserve tickets, could you
please email Julie Durrant on: marchjulie@rocketmail.com
We will also be looking for ‘helpers’ at the Conference, so again, if you are willing to assist please let
Julie know. Thanks to those at the AGM who have already offered to help.
Tickets will be priced at £30 for Suffolk Mammal Group supporters. This includes Morning Coffee, a
Hot Buffet Lunch and Afternoon Tea. A great value day out, with some very interesting and
informative Chairs/Speakers.
The Suffolk Wildlife Trust AGM will be held immediately after the Conference.
Hope to see as many of you there as possible.
Best Wishes & on behalf of the Working Group, can I wish you all a Happy New Year.
Martin Hancock
Chair, Suffolk Mammal Group.
The Working Group Members are; Simone Bullion, Julie Durrant, Martin Hancock, Alan Miller,
Adrian Hinchliffe, Dennis Kell, Arthur Rivett and Richard Woolnough.

AGM
Many thanks to all those who managed to attend the 2013
AGM. The weather was certainly against us, but we still
managed to have an interesting and informative day, especially
using the recently purchased ‘Ink Traps’ which provided a great
deal of debate in the morning trying to identify the footprints
left overnight. If anyone would like to borrow the ink traps
please let Adrian know. They are very easy to use & come with
an identification sheet.
Many thanks also to the members of the Working Group for
the time and energy put into preparing for the AGM
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Suffolk Badger Update
Adrian Hinchliffe

Another year has passed, another has started, lactating badger sows are underground with
their cubs, and soon the boars will be patrolling their territories, more interested with
boundary marking, mating and defending, than watching out for traffic, so please keep those
records coming in if you spot a badger.
Many thanks to all of our members who over the past years have been submitting sett records,
keeping a look out for activity (including any unwanted human activity) and to everyone who
have kept us informed of local planning applications which may have an impact on the
badgers. Its hard to keep on top of everything that goes on in such a large area as Suffolk, but
with such vigilant and caring members we are having a positive impact.
During the later half of 2013 several
members were involved with the
licensed closure of a sett which had
undermined two gardens & possibly a
house (thankfully the tunnels stopped
short). Many, many hours were spent by
group members monitoring the one way
gates for any disturbance indicative of a
badger coming out (& quite often
getting back in) the sett.
It amazed me how determined badgers
were to get back in their home, although
once unearthed, we realised how much
of a network of tunnels and chambers
actually made up the sett. When using
wooden 1-way gates you have to allow
gaps down the side of the gate doors to
allow for damp swelling and expansion. This proved to be just enough for a determined
badger to penetrate with its long claws and flick the gate open again to retain occupancy.
It was not just the badgers that had set up home in the labyrinth of tunnels. Rats and mice
continued to excavate around the sides of the gates and even a colony of white tailed
bumblebees had a nest which was located nearly 5 meters inside the sett (clearly not all badgers
have a taste for bee grubs). It is amazing how much soil bees will erode simply by entering &
leaving, pushing past a wooden frame set in sandy soil. Thankfully netting placed around the
gates maintained access whilst excluding the badgers.
Once the 21 days of no gate movement had lapsed a date was set for the exposure and closure
of the tunnels. Soon it became clear to all involved how much soil badgers can dig through.
We really struggled with the hard ground getting the gates in but as the digger proved, badgers
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Suffolk Badger Update
Adrian Hinchliffe

are built for it. Many of the chambers were lined with
grass and roots, but others were lined with shredded
plastic sheeting. This rare insight into the badgers
home revealed a secret pastime - they are keen
footballers! We removed two footballs from within
the tunnels! Many of the tunnels and chambers were
less than a meter from the surface, but others went
down
almost
three!
Before
starting the
Picture by Nick Taylor
sett
exclusion the area was checked for suitability of the
land to rehome the badgers & it was soon
discovered within a very short distance that there
were entrance
Seen a dead Badger?
upon entrance
located in the
Please send in any Suffolk
much more
Badger casualty records or
suitable
sett reports to:
surroundings of a adrian@wondersofwildlife.co.
deciduous wood.
uk
Planning can often conflict
with Badgers but if Setts are
located and flagged up in
advance or at an early stage in
the planning application, the
Badgers and their homes can
often be mitigated for and any
delays for the builders
minimized. Please get in contact
if you think a Badger sett will be
directly affected by any building
work. Please don’t assume we
already know about it.
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Otters in Suffolk
Richard Woolnough

The otter in Suffolk has recovered from extinction, or near extinction, in the early 1970s to the
present position of otters being present on all catchments in the County. We are getting far more
road casualties and otters are being seen far more often during the day. Many people have
enjoyed watching them from the hides at Minsmere and Lackford and on the River at Thetford
but of course the fishermen hate seeing half-eaten specimen fish lying on the river bank.
All this suggests that otters have returned to many of their previous haunts and are therefore
presumably doing very well.
However we should never be complacent. The near extinction of the otter in Suffolk in the 70s
was due to agricultural chemicals getting into the food chain and it wasn’t the naturalists who
raised the alarm at the catastrophic decline but the otter hunters. The hunters are not about any
more so we need to be vigilant. A reduction in fish populations could have a dramatic effect on
otter numbers. A recent article in British Wildlife reports on the effects of a reducing eel
population on the diet of otters in two Scottish river systems. Eels have traditionally formed a
very high quality part of an otter’s diet where they are available but this study demonstrated that
as less eels were available the proportion of other prey increased. This included trout and
salmon, perch and sticklebacks and perhaps more critically an increase in birds and amphibians.
No studies have been carried out in Suffolk on their food so we have no idea what the impact of
the drastic reduction on eel stocks has had. We urgently need to build up a picture of the otter
diet in Suffolk and analysing the remains in spraint enables us to do this. Unfortunately it is not
as easy as analysing owl pellets and so far it has defeated me. However for somebody with the
right enquiring mind it could provide hours of satisfying fun. We can provide the guide book and
supplies of spraint suitably disinfected.
We also need to gather detailed field notes from all these daytime sightings. So if two or more
otters are seen together it is 95% certain that it is a mother and cub(s). Cubs can stay with their
mothers for over a year presumably to learn all the skills necessary to survive and they quickly
get to a similar size as their mother. However from the description of the behaviour, how well
they dive; do they catch any fish themselves; we can get a rough idea of the age of the cubs and
we may be able to see if there is any seasonality to when the cubs are born. The number of cubs
may reflect food availability. Adrian saw a
mother and 3 cubs at Minsmere which
suggests lots of bittern food available for
the otters. The nightmare scenario is that
they eat the bitterns!
We also hope to make more remote
cameras available. We are particularly
looking for regular sprainting places where
a camera could be safely left but checked
at regular intervals.
If you are interested on being more
involved on otter monitoring and being on
my otter mailing list
Just drop me a line on
woolnoughs@freeuk.com
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Take a little care when using remote camera’s!
By J. Lury
When we were in Devon we entertained at least a dozen badgers nightly outside our bedroom
window. By simply feeding them on a regular basis, we could lean out and touch them if we
wanted but we were reluctant to get them too tame (although others actually had them in their
houses!)
Obviously if you want to prove all this u just set up a night vision camera and capture it all for
the record.
Take a little care though, we did this on a lion kill on our plot in Kenya and the hyena got there
first and attempted to eat the camera, presumably camera shy! However, the manufacturers of
the camera were very kind and gave us a new one, on condition that the pictures the camera
had taken whilst being chewed, could be given into their sole possession, to which we were
happy to agree. Pictures of an hyena’s mouth, teeth and tongue are of limited interest but
presumably good publicity!

National Polecat Survey

The Vincent Wildlife Trust have announced they are to carry out
a new survey. The national polecat survey aims to gather up-todate information on the distribution of the polecat in Great
Britain and are keen to receive any current records and carcasses
(collected during 2014-2015) of wild-living polecats or feral
ferrets.
The key aims of the survey are to gather up-to-date information
on the current distribution of polecats & to
develop understanding of the extent of
hybridisation between polecats & polecat ferrets.

“Gardenature” have very kindly
agreed to give our members a 10%
discount off any of their wildlife /
nestbox camera systems
(excluding accessories and other
products).
(http://www.gardenature.co.uk/)

We have already found hybrids in Suffolk with
the first confirmed polecat found in 2006 & last
year just across the border in Essex. Maybe it
will only be a matter of time before they are
found more frequently here in Suffolk?
http://www.vwt.org.uk/ourwork/projects/national-polecat-survey

Do you have an interesting story / comment / picture with reference to a mammal? If you could kindly
send them in to me then they may well appear in the next edition of the newsletter.
(adrian@wondersofwildlife.co.uk)
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Who governs sanctuary for bats?

Dennis Kell
Legislation to protect our wildlife has been hard-fought over the years. However, it is not set
in stone and could be amended or lost at any time. The badger cull seemed to turn protection
on its head. A further example, last summer, shows how delicately protection may be
balanced and the importance of educating people about wildlife.

Clasping church door handles afforded “Sanctuary” to medieval British subjects fleeing justice. Today,
endangered British bats risk losing their rights to protection in churches under European law, if
challenges raised in a Westminster Hall debate receive parliamentary support. Who decides when
wildlife and worshippers are in conflict? Must one side face eviction or is it possible to sustain
freedom of worship whilst protecting our fragile native bat population?
Banbury MP, Sir Tony Baldry (Conservative) initiated the debate on June 25 th, last summer,
highlighting increasing costs and delays experienced by churches, forced to comply with European
Habitats Directive. Severe damage is caused to brass and marble artefacts, ancient wall paintings and
church fabric by bat urine and faeces. Health concerns even prevent churches being used by
worshipers or developing as community centres catering for children’s playgroups or pensioners’ drop
-ins. Long waits for licenses hamper essential repairs.
“Many churches affected by bat infestation are approaching situations where their buildings may be
unsustainable as places of worship,” argued Mr. Baldry. Mitigation costs as expensive as £57,000 over
three years were quoted.
All British bats and their roosts are protected. The European Habitats Directive binds all member
states. It is an offence to kill, injure, capture or disturb a bat. It is also an offence to destroy, damage
or block access to any place used by a bat. Derogation licenses can be granted, but Sir Tony claims
Chattisham church By Dennis Kell
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this can be time-consuming and expensive.
European Commissioners refute this online.
Richard Benyon, Parliamentary UnderSecretary of State for Environment,
outlined ways to improve the situation
within existing legal frameworks. DEFRA
ensures guidance offered by Natural
England and the National Bat Helpline is
clear, proportionate and unambiguous.
Natural England is also asked to look again
at operations that can take place without
licence or survey, to reduce costs and
delays. A three year study at Bristol
University is developing acoustic deterrents
to move bats away from sensitive areas.
Results from trials may solve problems in
many churches.
Conservationists are further concerned by
suggestions that Britain worked toward
longer-term solutions by changing the
European Directive, excluding places of
worship. Eight species of bat use Churches.
Over 6400 ancient English churches
support roosts. The British bat population
suffered dramatic declines after 1950. Hedgerow removal, felling old trees, intensification of
agriculture and increased use of insecticides all contributed. Speaking on BBC’s Today programme,
Dr. Mark Robinson estimated the decline to be as much as 50%. Those changes and the destruction
or renovation of many old buildings resulted in bats using ancient churches more.
The Bat Conservation Trust (BCT) administers the National Bat Helpline and believes congregations
can take charge and manage individual situations. They offer free advice. A churches officer has been
appointed and a pilot project is bringing experts and church wardens together, exploring solutions to bat-related
issues in Lincolnshire. BCT plan a national roll-out to follow. One speaker is David Mullenger, Churchwarden at
Holy Trinity, Tattershall.
“I’ve been here since 1974. The bats were here before me. We worked to accommodate them.
Initially, not because we wanted to, but because we had to. We view our bats as a challenge, not a
problem! We have coverings over brasses, a roof over our kitchen area and a new plastic roof over the
Lady Chapel means it is now back in use after 16 years – we use the space while the bats have their
young high above. We have information boards and now visitors come to see the bats. We use the
bats for education – so our buildings are used more.”
Medieval sanctuary required penitence. Solutions require understanding.
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Tracking down Suffolk’s hedgehogs
Simone Bullion
Hedgehogs have undergone a dramatic change in numbers in recent years. Various studies
undertaken by The People’s Trust for Endangered Species indicate that they have declined by a
least 25% in the last ten years and this may be actually approaching 33%. They seem to be
disappearing from both urban, suburban and rural areas, so there may be multiple factors to
consider, rather than a single cause.
This year, Suffolk Wildlife Trust is launching its county-wide hedgehog survey in a concerted
effort to obtain sightings of both living and dead animals. Once the survey is complete we
hope to use this information to advise
householders, parks and land managers on
retaining, managing and enhancing habitat for
hedgehogs.
The survey will be available to complete from
March onwards on Suffolk Wildlife Trust’s website
www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org In the first instance
we are encouraging people to log past sightings,
and crucially, where they used to see hedgehogs
but no longer do. By collecting past sightings we
hope to build on anecdotal evidence that people
are no longer seeing hedgehogs that used to
regularly visit their gardens or local area. This will
provide a baseline to begin looking at what has
changed in these areas and will help the Trust
target its conservation effort.
Alongside the survey we will run a campaign to highlight the plight of the hedgehog and bring
to the forefront some of the less well known evidence such as their need for a much larger
range than was generally thought. By highlighting this we can illustrate just how vital
connectivity between habitats is. Good urban habitat such as gardens and allotments is likely to
be vital for the future of the species in the county. We will also be trying to capture footage on
trail cams and setting up hedgehog tunnels, where evidence of hedgehog activity can be
recorded by their footprints as they walk through a baited tunnel with ink and paper.
As the season continues we will be asking for sightings of live and dead animals and droppings,
with the aim of building a robust picture of countywide populations. Participants will be able
to see where other sightings have been logged near to where they live, and this could form the
base for whole neighbourhood action.
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Hare coursing in Kirton
Sadly, we have again this year had the misfortune to have had Hare Coursers in our small, quiet Village. We
have had a least two different groups of Coursers visit since the start of the Autumn, which we believe had
travelled in from Hertfordshire and Essex.
The latter group were foolishly indiscreet when they arrived at about 3pm on a Thursday afternoon, even
having the audacity to ask for directions in the local public house. They planted several ‘lookouts’ in vehicles on
the main access positions in well-known walking areas but by doing so raised the suspicions of a number of
vigilant residents, some of whom readily recognised the indications & promptly called the police.
We are unaware if they managed to commence coursing on this instance, but we know that tragically they have
on previous occasions.
This is such an appalling, cruel event it is devastating that it is befalling such a beautiful location It has now
been highlighted to residents within the area that this horrendous crime has occurred and this will hopefully
ensure all are watchful for
any associated suspicious
behaviour.
Hare Coursing
appropriately warrants a
999 call and any suspicious
behaviour that could be
related to it should be
reported to your local
Wildlife Crime Officer.
Coursers should not be
approached or challenged
as they can be violent;
always ring the police.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

At last we have a new Treasurer, Dennis Kell. We would like to thank Dennis for taking on this role.
If you haven’t yet had the opportunity to make a donation to the Group for 2013/14 it would be
really appreciated if you could. We ask for a minimum donation of £5. Could you please send your
cheques, payable to ‘Suffolk Mammal Group’ to Dennis Kell at: 9 Pheasant Rise, Copdock, Ipswich,
IP8 3LF.
Name……………………………………………………………………
Address………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………..
Post code…………………. Email address…………………………………………….
Donation……………….

Thank you.
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