
A Flood Of  Reintroductions? 
With many rivers recently bursting their banks, many are looking to alternative land 
management schemes. However, others have already been investigating the impact 

of  flood defences using a more natural way 
- beaver dams! But could such a scheme 
really reduce flood risk? There are likely to 
be significant benefits to biodiversity as 
well as improved water quality in the river 
systems, as the water filters through ponds 
& dams. Beavers are also likely to prove an 
important ecotourism attraction as they are 
relatively easy to see. 
In March 2011 a pair of  juvenile Eurasian 

beavers (Castor fiber) were released into a 3 hectare fenced enclosure, on private 
land in northern Devon. The idea was to help find out more about how this long 
lost riparian mammal, could enhance a landscape and its biodiversity. When 
beavers appeared on the River Otter, most people welcomed their return. A similar 
public response was seen in response to Scottish reintroductions to the rivers Tay 
& Knapdale.  
These current schemes have their main aim as monitoring the ecological effects 
that the beavers are having on their environment. These could be changes in 
vegetation composition, but also the effects on populations of  amphibians, bats 
and even breeding birds. Water levels & quality are also monitored & recorded at 
the sites & it is hoped the results will be published later this year. 
If  the schemes prove successful Beavers could, in effect, be used as a conservation 
management tool greatly enhancing the wetland value of  the 
site, much  as cattle and ponies are at present, on many wildlife 
sites. Their network of  dams could attenuate floods during 
extreme rainfall, whilst prolong base flow rates during droughts 
from increased storage in the form of  ponds & wetlands. 
It is interesting times ahead with reintroductions possibly 
proving to be of  benefit. Could other reintroductions such as 
pine marten help control unwanted grey squirrel populations & 
could lynx help keep down numbers of  small deer & rabbit? 

Issue 14 

Suffolk Mammal 
Group 
Newsletter 



Otters on the River Blyth 
Dale Peck & Nicky Rowbottom  

A new “BLOG” (Blyth Otter 

Group.) started in October – 

although not the online variety but 

a group of  10 or so volunteers who 

have come together to study the 

otters using the River Blyth – all 

the way from the tidal reaches of  

the estuary towards its upper 

reaches near Laxfield, and including 

its tributaries. We want to try to 

understand what the otters are 

eating in different parts of  the river 

and when they are active. The 

group is co-ordinated by Dale Peck, 

with expert input from Richard 

Woolnough and Alan Miller. 

 

After a couple of  planning meetings and a visit to the 

Hen Reedbeds, where we found several runs and 

good sprainting places, we are now collecting spraint 

samples twice a month from various locations in the 

Blyth catchment and planning to start serious analysis 

of  them in the New Year.  We’re also planning to put 

out some trail cameras to try to get to grips with the 

otters’ activity patterns. (So far the otters at Minsmere 

seem not to have read the books which say that 

freshwater otters are nocturnal, whereas those who 

use Stanny Farm near Iken, have.) 

 

Meg Amsden’s film footage of  an otter trotting about in the 
estuary at Blythburgh on the mud and in the shallows can be 

found at www.nutmegpuppet.co.uk/october-otter-2/  
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http://www.nutmegpuppet.co.uk/october-otter-2/


LOHP Mammal Recording Group 
                 Arthur Rivett        

 The Little Ouse headwaters Project [LOHP] is a small charity 
run by volunteers to safeguard and manage wildlife sites and 
improve public access in the upper Little Ouse valley, from the 
source of  the river next to the Redgrave to South Lopham road 
in the east, down to Garboldisham in the west. Quite a lot of  
land in the valley is now owned or leased by the project and with 

support from members and the Heritage Lottery Fund much work has been done restoring 
and improving habitats for wildlife. 

 At the LOHP AGM in November, Richard Woolnough gave a talk on otters and the studies 
being carried out on the Suffolk coast, with a view to encouraging otter studies in the LOHP 
area. Following Richards talk, I suggested to the members present that we set up a LOHP 
mammal group and quite a few people came forward expressing their interest. An email has 
since been circulated to all of  the LOHP members and so far we have had about a dozen 
replies stating an interest. A meeting will now be arranged for January to take things forward. 

 Richard has offered to run 
an otter survey training day 
so we hope to arrange this 
as the first practical meeting 
to get people started. The 
intention is to follow this 
with other training sessions 
so that we can survey and 
record all of  the other 
mammal species in the 
LOHP area. 

 We intend to maintain close 
links with the Suffolk 
Mammal Group and 
hopefully this will be a 
blueprint for setting up 
other local groups in 
Suffolk. 
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Do you have an interesting story / comment / picture with reference to a mammal? If  

you could kindly send them in to me then they may well appear in the next edition of  

the newsletter. (adrian@wondersofwildlife.co.uk) 



National Badger Day  - 6th October 

As our contribution to the Badger Trusts “National Badger Day” this year, we decided to have 

a week of  surveys and activities incorporating the 6th October. We had a really positive 

response with many surveys being carried out by our members. Peta Whiting even joined in 

with our neighbouring North East Essex Badger Groups’ event (see below).  

The SMG group effort resulted in several new setts being found and recorded. It was also a 

great excuse to get out in the fresh air and make the extra effort for the badgers here in 

Suffolk “ Just to let you know Judith and myself  have completed badger week, we had a lot of  

fun, gathered a lot of  evidence of  activity around the setts and once we have sorted it we will 

forward the information on to you.” so thank you to all those all sent in their records. 

Unfortunately on the down side, 2015 has been another year of  badger culls with this 

government continuing to ignore public opinion as well as the scientific evidence, insisting 

instead on ploughing on with the slaughter of  badgers in the west of  the country. Norfolk's’ 

Liz Truss has stated her commitment to roll out further cull zones this year & with a halt on 

any further badger vaccination projects due to a shortage of  BCG vaccine, things do not look 

good for badgers. The kill figures for this years cull have been released: 

In Gloucestershire: Targets were a Minimum 265, Maximum 679 - Actual 432 

Somerset: Min 55 Max 524 - Actual 279,           Dorset: Min 615 Max 835 - Actual 756 

No badgers have been tested for bovine tb and Defra look set to deviate even further from the  

original culling trial & relax even more rules on how the culls are to be carried out. Writing 

for Farmers’ Guardian, Ms Truss says “the latest evidence shows the rate of  new TB cases is  

“leveling off ” in the High Risk Area - which includes the whole of  the South West.” 
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Suffolk Badger Update 
Adrian Hinchliffe 

Assisting at the NEEBG event was a heartening experience, twenty three children and some 

adults took part making pottery badger faces 

and badger night lights. The location was 

beautiful and participants ranged from a few 

months old to the middle aged. There were 

many badger activities, on this warm sunny 

day, including  badger story telling on an 

island, an educational badger trail, a life size 

badger, fox and hedgehog mingling, badger 

cakes, stalls selling badger goods and badger 

face painting ........The great love and 

concern for this persecuted mammal was 

very evident and encouraging. Peta Whiting 



During September I had a call from a lady, concerned after 

she had been to her wood shed to retrieve some logs for 

making a fire. She had been out and threw back some plastic 

sheeting from on top of  the log pile and was surprise to see 

what appeared to be Davy Crockett’s hat! Not having noticed 

this hat here before she went to pick it up and look at it, when 

it suddenly moved and that was when she realised it was a live 

badger!! 

After leaving it overnight to see if  it would leave on its own 

accord I visited site the next evening. Sure enough there was 

the “hat” on top of  a large pile of  logs, positioned right at the 

back of  the shed. However, the badgers head was tucked right 

down underneath it, so I positioned my grasper hoping that 

when disturbed the badger would lift its head and enable me 

to scruff  it. The badger of  course had different ideas i.e. It 

dug down as fast as possible through 

the log pile and out the back of  the 

shed into some dense vegetation! 

Quickly running out of  the garden and 

around the side of  the road I climbed 

into the undergrowth and managed to 

locate the badger. It had a territorial 

wound on its rump. As I tried again to 

capture the animal it decided enough 

was enough and took off  at high 

speed out of  the undergrowth and up 

a footpath to 

where its sett is. 

The badger never returned to “Davy Crocketts ranch” and so repairs have 

since been made to prevent anymore guests.  

Have you 

seen a dead 

Badger? 

Please continue to 

send in any Suffolk 

Badger casualty 

records or sett 

reports to: 

adrian@wondersof

wildlife.co.uk  
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Adrian Hinchliffe 

From January through to April badgers often give birth. If  a sow 

doesn’t make it back to the sett she can leave dependant badger cubs, 

who can become orphaned, starve or crawl above ground in search of  

her. Once a sow has given birth she is available for mating which 

triggers a change in behaviour in the males leading to increased 

territory checks. This increase in patrols & searching for mates often 

leads to an increase in road casualties at this time of  year  



With landowners consent, and with the sun shining at the end of  

October, 3 groups set off  into 3 great areas of  Suffolk 

woodland, equipped with trackers, plaster of  paris, cameras, 

plastic bags, spoons and binoculars at the ready, to record any 

mammal tracks or signs they could find. Mammal footprint traps 

were 

investigated, 

remote 

cameras were 

collected and 

dung 

sampled. 

Everything 

was then 

taken back to Barking village hall where the 

data was instantly uploaded onto the 

Suffolk Biological Records Centre 

database. Tea and sandwiches were 

consumed as the videos were studied. 

Anything from woodmice to roe deer were 

identified and now has its place on the 

database.  

Well done to everyone who helped on the Barking 

Mammal Bioblitz 2015! 
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Photo by Arthur Rivett 



It all started in 2009 when Viv came across a badger RTA alongside of  Candlet Road on the 
approaches to Felixstowe. Viv happened to mention it to me and I had just completed my first 
SWT ‘badger day’ so although saddened by an RTA we were filled with questions and 
enthusiasm to discover where the badger had come from, where he was going to and why. 

 Little did we know that 6 years on we would still be following Brock trails across the 
Felixstowe peninsula and that we would have recorded 13 setts, collected numerous badger 
hairs from spoil heaps and from barbed wire fences over badger pathways, marvelled so often 
at the size and number of  dungpits in an area and photographed so many badger foot prints. 

The ‘ups’ must include the first time we saw Brock emerge from one of  
‘our’ setts. We had been sitting on a damp tree trunk for a couple of  
hours, the light had almost totally faded and then we both saw him…for 
almost a full minute!!! But we were happy. 

We then experienced a few night watching ‘downs’ after which we have 
somewhat curtailed our nocturnal activities. There was the time when we 
were sitting in the obligatory silence in a small woodland copse when a 
stick ‘cracked’ behind us. We just ducked down and froze—petrified. We 

knew undesirables visited this copse by the number of  lager cans that were around not to 
mention an area that our over imaginative brains decided was a miniature cannabis plantation. 

Another time and in another copse we had given up on Brock showing himself  and using our 
torches we headed for home along a little used footpath. Our bright lights were obviously seen 
and suddenly we felt like we were in the opening scene of  Close Encounters of  the Third 
Kind as a four wheeled vehicle with all lights ablaze came hurtling straight across the fields 
towards us. Panic was not the word. Fortunately the sight of  two eccentric looking ladies 
carrying walking sticks and picnic chairs seemed to be enough to reassure the driver that all 
was well and he drove back from whence he came. 

We must mention a big ‘up’ of  night watching. To sit quietly and notice the light altering and 
fading, the temperature dropping, the sounds changing, the stars appearing is a very rich 
experience indeed. With or without Brock and his mates putting in an appearance it is to be 
highly recommended. 

Daytime ‘ups’ must be following a hunch that proves well founded. To find a dung pit, to 
confirm a possible badger trail by finding a hair or footprint and then to find the sett entrance 
is just magical. Then to continue looking and find another entrance and then another and 
another and another up to 15 or 16 sometimes is a truly remarkable experience. We always take 
time to stand and stare and try and imagine what is going on under our feet. 

Another daytime ‘up’ is finding bedding in the entrance of  a sett or on route from a nearby 
field. To imagine so much care and effort being taken by the adult badgers to ensure the well 
being of  cubs is awe inspiring. Then to see the smallest of  small badger prints on the spoil 
heap gives a lovely warming sort of  ‘up’. 

 Daytime ‘downs’ for us include hearing a shooting party on a nearby field. It not only totally 
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unnerves us but why, why, why find sport in harming and destroying a fellow species on this 
planet? Another ‘down’ is seeing a load of  dumped rubbish in a hedgerow or the remains of  a 
helium balloon, again why, why, why cannot us humans  learn that we must live in partnership 
with our environment. Viv and I are forever getting on our soap boxes expounding our view 
that we have the same right as other species to thrive on this planet but not a greater right. 
Even forgetting any moral or ethical viewpoint the human species needs to live in balance with 
Earth in its entirety in order to survive. There is no place for greed or the almost constant 
human demand for growth. 

Stepping down from our soapbox and finishing on one of  our favourite daytime ‘up’ moments 
must be a good idea.  During most Septembers and Octobers we have come across the sites of  
what can only be Major Badger Raves. We have never been fortunate enough to attend such a 
rave; we have just observed the aftermath. Maybe one day we will get an invite or maybe gate 
crash one in full swing, they look as though they are party, party, party. The first sign is bit of  a 
trail going into a maize field from the direction of  one of  our setts.  

This trail is usually bordered by snuffle holes as though welcoming 
fellow badgers and showing them the way. The trail can go on for a 
while but eventually leads to the site of  the rave. Here the maize is 
totally trashed. It is flattened to the ground, more than half  the cobs 
are well chewed, the ground churned over. We always chuckle as we 
imagine Brock and his mates 
rolling over, charging and 
chasing each other and feasting 
at their rave knowing that 
Farmer Giles is safely tucked 
up in his bed. We think that 
the next highlight for badgers 

at the rave must be a visit to their communal latrine. 
There is normally such a latrine just a short distance 
from the trashed maize. Sometimes we have observed up to 30 dungpits in one of  these 
latrines. The content of  the pits needs to be seen to be believed. From brown earthwormy 
sludge to technicolour yellow due to eating too many of  Farmer Giles’s cobs. The volume in 
each pit is eye watering, even allowing for the fact that they are used over a period of  time 

there is always a colossal amount of  fresh dung forming 
a top layer. Sometimes a trail seems to continue through 
the maize field in the direction of  another one of  our 
setts and sometimes it seems to end at the site of  the 
rave and latrine, presumably it depends if  the rave was 
open to allcomers or just one clan. 

As you can probably tell we just love sharing in Brock’s 
adventures, all be it very superficially. Let’s hope he will 
continue adventuring for a long, long time to come. 
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In Sept a trap set for rabbits managed to 
catch what the owner believed to be a Mink, 
however, this was later confirmed from the 

photographs to be a true Polecat. Many 
records have been coming in with reports 

of  Ferret / Polecat crosses but this one was 
confirmed from an expert as a true polecat 
and as such the numbers of  polecats here in 
Suffolk appear to be on the increase. This 

latest record was from Long Melford.  

Further down the county in Nayland during 
August this  Polecat / Ferret cross was 

spotted laying dead in the road.  Do please 
keep the 
records 

coming in. 

Note from the Chair - Martin Hancock 

Dear Supporters, 

I am not quite sure that we have actually had a winter this year.  
Our flora and fauna seem to be as equally bewildered. I am sure you have all seen flowers that 
shouldn’t be here for another month or two and our fauna seems to have got their body clocks 
completely out of natural rhythms. I don’t think I have ever seen so many badger snuffle holes in my 
back garden in January. I guess this very mild and wet weather will result in some ‘winners and losers’ 
amongst our wildlife. 

I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all the members on the Suffolk Mammal Group (SMG) 
Committee for the work they have done throughout 2015. Many individuals spent a significant 
amount of time assisting the BBC at Minsmere for the Springwatch programme. There has also been a 
considerable amount of time and effort developing our understanding of the ecology of Otters in our 
area. There have been some fascinating insights particularly into otter diet and behaviour. The bioblitz 
we did at Barking was also a great success – read more about these activities elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. There is also a considerable amount of time spent by everyone monitoring and surveying 
all our local mammals on a regular basis. 

You will also see that we are holding our AGM on Tuesday 22nd March at the SWT Headquarters at 
Ashbocking.  Apart from the required formalities we will also hear first hand updates on Otters, 
Badgers, Bats, Dormice and Hedgehogs – we might even be able to persuade Adrian to give us some 
‘out-takes’ from Springwatch 2015. 

In terms of the Committee, we are always looking for new members and ideas so please feel free to 
come forward. If anyone is proficient with publication software and would like to take over the 
production of the Newsletter that would be of great assistance – let me know if you are interested. 
Hope you can make it on the 22nd. 
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 Pete Guest Award  

Last October, Arthur clocked up more than 30 years of dedication to bat conservation - a massive 
achievement which continues to inspire newcomers to get involved.  He is a founder member of 
Suffolk Bat Group and he helped set it up back in 1984, serving as its first Chairman for the next 12 
years. However the wider SNS community may not know of his involvement in the discussions that 
led to the establishment of the national bat charity, Bat Conservation Trust, when he was the Eastern 
Region Representative with Bat Groups of Britain.   

Thirty years later, Arthur is still on the Suffolk Bat Group committee, is active as a volunteer roost 
visitor as well as being the Group’s Trainer and supports anyone keen to train as a roost visitor or 
wanting experience for a survey licence.  He has embraced the technology of bat detectors & 
computer sound analysis and after group surveys, writes up all the reports so that landowners get the 
best advice for managing their trees and woodlands for bats. He also masterminds the hibernation 
checks across the county and his experience in 
dealing with lots of batty situations over the 
years is like a library for others to borrow from.   

  To mark more than 30 years of dedication to 
bat conservation, Suffolk Bat Group 
nominated Arthur for this year’s Pete Guest 
Award. This award is presented annually by Bat 
Conservation Trust to individuals who have 
made an outstanding practical contribution to 
bat conservation. The award is presented in 
memory of Pete Guest, who was an 
inspirational figure in bat conservation for 
more than 20 years. The criteria for the award 
includes: dedication, innovation, enthusiasm 
and inspiration in making a difference, both to 
bats and to people, and helping make Bat Conservation Trust’s vision become a reality.  There were 
12 nominees this year and nominations were circulated around bat groups and others for people to 
vote. Arthur got the highest number of votes cast this year so is the proud recipient of the Pete Guest 
Award for 2015! Bat Conservation Trust Vice-Chairman David Gibbons kindly collected this award 
on Arthur’s behalf at the National Bat Conference in September and presented it to him in Thetford 
Forest– we’re pleased that his efforts have been recognised and thank everyone who voted for him.  
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Bats - 
An extract from Suffolk Bat Groups “Pipspeak” 

Deadline for Crowdfunding Bat Care Guidelines 

The BCT crowdfunding campaign to raise funds to produce the 2nd edition of  the Bat Care 
Guidelines closes on Monday 1st February. Please consider making a donation as this impor-
tant resource will enable us to share knowledge and best practice principles with bat carers, 
wildlife rescue centres and veterinary professionals. Further details can be found on the web 
page for the campaign at: https://www.buzzbnk.org/SaveBats A huge thank you to everyone 
who has supported this campaign so far.  

https://www.buzzbnk.org/SaveBats
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                AGM & Subscriptions                          

    2016/2017  

 

This years Suffolk Mammal Group AGM will be held on the evening of 22nd March. 

Further details will be communicated out nearer the time . If you are unlikely to be able to 
attend  but would like to renew your subscription (minimum donation £5) please send 

your details as below and return to  

 

Dennis Kell - Treasurer 

9 Pheasant Rise, Copdock, Ipswich, Suffolk.  IP8 3LF. 

 

Not already a member? Please support the Suffolk Mammal Group. 

Send us your up to date details 

 

Name (s):       ………………………………………………………… 

Address:  ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

Telephone No:     ………………………………………………………… 

Mobile:  ………………………………………………………… 

E-mail:  ………………………………………………………… 

To contact the Suffolk Mammal Group Email: 

General Mammal Email Address: Suffolkmammals@outlook.com 

Chairman: Martin Hancock - hancockmjf@aol.com 

Treasurer: Dennis Kell - the.kells@talk21.com 

Otter Coordinator: Richard Woolnough woolnoughs@freeuk.com 

Badger Coordinator & Newsletter Editor:  Adrian Hinchliffe adrian@wondersofwildlife.co.uk 

Bat Group: Arthur Rivett arthurrivett057@btinternet.com 

Cetaceans: Alan Miller alanm@suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

All Other Mammals: Simone Bullion Simone.Bullion@suffolkwildlifetrust.org 

Phone SWT during working hours on 01473 890089 


