
 

Springwatch returns to Suffolk! 
The BBC returned to RSPB Minsmere in May, and were joined by 
the Suffolk Mammal Group and an array of  mammals including 
stunning shots of  stoats, thermal camera clips of  bats, not to 
mention red deer, badgers and of  
coarse the presenters who got 
stuck into dissecting badger dung 
and otter spraint! 
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Spraint on Springwatch!  

It was always on the cards that Springwatch would want to do something on otters. Having 

seen our trail cam videos they wanted to set one of  their cameras up next to ours but the 

cables wouldn’t reach. They reckoned they had found their own place much nearer to the 

studio but in the event it did not produce anything. 

We were working with Martin’s director who had to come up 

with a 20 minute slot every night for him to deliver. Our 

expectations were not great as he gets some pretty bizarre things 

to do but in the event we were delighted with the results. They 

used quite a lot of  our videos and even sent some to Hans 

Kruuk for his views on the vocalisations. Spraint analysis was 

going to be part of  it so we fielded our secret weapon Mark 

Smith. Mark has shown a particular aptitude for identifying remains in spraint so we spent a 

day going through some Minsmere spraint sorting out some of  the more interesting contents 

and then a couple of  hours with the macro cameraman taking enlarged photos to use on the 

show. The original plan was that Martin would go out and find 

spraint and bring it back to the studio and analyse it live with Mark 

operating the super-duper microscope and helping him out when 

he had difficulty.  Mark and I practiced this and it wasn’t easy. We 

had to analyse the remains wet and quite a few of  the spraints were 

boring with just a few feathers so we could not guarantee an 

interesting and varied spraint. Furthermore our otters suddenly got 

constipated and spraint was difficult to find. The night before broadcast we got an e-mail 

saying we were on to Plan B which meant Martin would go and collect spraint live but when 

he got back to the studio he would work with our prepared samples and all he had to do was 

find the stickleback spine. The morning of  the broadcast the otter had performed on its 

sprainting brick so we stuck a bucket over it to make the sure the magpies didn’t steal it and it 

all seemed to work on the night. 

When you are working with the media you expect a fair bit 
of  faffing about but we got to play with some nice 
equipment and we attended the run through and met the 
stars who were very appreciative of  our efforts. Having 
seen it at close quarters I was so glad we were only doing 
one 20 minute slot – working on Springwatch is not a 
relaxing life! 
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Otters in Suffolk 
Richard Woolnough 



Please record your hedgehog sightings in 2015  

Our 2014 campaign to record hedgehog sightings was one of  the 
largest localised hedgehog surveys in the country - with more 
than 8000 records submitted.   Although we were delighted by 
the response, there is no room for complacency as there is still 
every indication that hedgehogs are in real trouble and nationally,  
their numbers are thought to have declined by over 30%.  So 
once again we are asking people to record sightings of  hedgehogs 
across the county, both living and dead. 
Of  particular importance is information gathered about the num-

bers of  hedgehogs recorded dead on roads.  Last year we re-

corded more than 1300 road kills in Suffolk which seems a very 

high number.  Without knowing the size of  the hedgehog population, it is impossible to know 

what impact this is having, but as there is a relationship between the number of  road-kills and 

the size of  the population, this could mean that there are still good numbers of  hedgehogs in 

our county.   All the locations and dates of  these road deaths have been sent to a PhD student 

at the University of   Reading for more detailed analysis. 

 By continuing to collect more information on read deaths in 2015 we can begin to see if  there 

are hot spots for road deaths, both in terms of  the time of  year and location.  We are also 

hoping to start to look at whether high road kill numbers represent higher populations in these 

locations. 

We also want to find out about live sightings of  hedgehogs.  If  you have a hedgehog regularly 

visiting your garden then you do not need to record every sighting.  Let us know when you 

first saw it along with a summary of  its activity. We are also still very keen to hear from people 

who used to see hedgehogs in their gardens, but no longer do so, or have never seen a hedge-

hog ever at that location.   As is the case for dead hedgehogs, when you are out and about 

keep a look out for live animals as well and do let us know. 

You can log your sightings on our website as before, but we have made some small changes.  

Now you can record finding droppings as an alternative to a seeing a hedgehog and guidance is 

provided on how to be sure of  what you are looking at.  If  you are unable to log your sighting 

online please call us on 01473 890089 where we will be happy to take the details for you. 

In addition, we know that Joined up landscapes are vital for hedgehogs, so simply creating a 

small hole under a fence and leaving plenty of  nesting material in your garden could make all 

the difference.  Take a look at the advice on the  Suffolk Wildlife Trust website to help make 

your garden and local green spaces more hedgehog-friendly. 
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Suffolk Hedgehog Survey continues! 
 Dr Simone Bullion 



Well it has been another very busy six months which means it has come around very quickly 

indeed! Back in January a Home Office license as well as a Natural England license was 

obtained to enable myself, Dr Jen Smart (RSPB) and Dr Dawn Scott (University of  Brighton) 

to capture 8 badgers at Minsmere with the purpose of  fitting satellite /radio collars to them.  

These collars were pre programmed to drop off  during the BBC’s Springwatch programme 

(providing the batteries lasted) and the data would hopefully give an in depth insight  into the 

behaviour and foraging activities of  the badgers from 3 different clans. 

Despite the weather the capture of  the badgers went very well thanks to the efforts of  

members & volunteers of  the RSPB and also the Suffolk Mammal Group (SMG). Chris 

Packham joined us on one of  the nights and he was even filmed helping as “Barry” was 

captured, fitted with a collar and then released.  

As well as the collar work 30 SMG volunteers spent two weekends doing an extensive search 

of  Minsmere for all badger activity signs and this was added to data collected from the second 

year of  bait marking and used in conjunction with the collar data.  

During an Easter Special programme, Springwatch announced its latest  project and when they 

went live at the end of  May the scene was set to see what the badgers would do and whether 

or not the RSPB’s new “Scrape” fence would withstand an attack from the badgers. Thankfully 

the fence did what it was designed to do and the birds had a successful breeding year and so 

did the badgers.  

With the joint cooperation of  members of  the RSPB,  the BBC and 

the SMG a very successful outcome was achieved. As the camera 

trucks rolled away after the hectic 3 weeks of  live shows all that was 

left was to recaptured “Flint” who was the sole wearer of  his collar 

(unfortunately the batteries died before reaching a satellite signal). 

Despite vacating his sett for a few nights, the lure of  peanuts was too 

much for him and he put up very little resistance 

while the collar was removed.  
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Suffolk Badger Update 
Adrian Hinchliffe 

Have you 

seen a dead 

Badger? 

Please continue to 

send in any Suffolk 

Badger casualty 

records or sett 

reports to: 

adrian@wondersof

wildlife.co.uk  

Planning can often 

conflict with Badgers 

but if  Setts are located 

and flagged up in 

advance or at an early 

stage in the planning 

application, the 

Badgers and their 

homes can often be 

mitigated for and any 

delays for the builders 

minimized. Please get 

in contact if  you think 

a Badger sett will be 

directly affected by any 

building work. Please 

don’t assume we 

already know about it.  



Other news during the past 6 months is that the “Margaret Grimwade Badger Hide” has its 
own easily identifiable celebrity badger that has had a traumatic few months. Shortly after 
giving birth early this year this particular sow somehow managed to get her neck caught in 
something very nasty. Luckily she managed to escape but not without receiving horrific 
wounds to her neck. The worry was if  we had a hot spring the wounds may not heal and she 
may suffer with flies laying eggs in her wounds. Many members of  the group spent hours 
trying to decide whether or not there was something still around her neck but thankfully with 
the help of  the public putting peanuts in a cage positioned next to the hide, she survived long 
enough and become confident enough, that we were able to trap this poor badger and get her 
to the local vets. Thankfully the wounds have healed nicely and she was given the all clear to 
return to her cub the same evening. 

Two more cubs had a lucky escape at Peasenhall in May, when their mum and sibling were 
killed on the road. Luckily a passer by moved the bodies out of  the road and found the two 
remaining cubs, who were collected by the RSPCA and taken to “Wildlives” in Essex. Rosie 
Catford then contacted us to say they were well enough to travel and I took the cubs down to 
Surrey where they will be expertly cared for and later released by “Wildlife Aid Rehab Center” 

Finally Suffolk Police are dealing with a sett that has been illegally excavated and if  it wasn’t for  
our vigilant surveyors this illegal act would have gone unnoticed. Well done to all those who 
keep an eye out for our wildlife. 

 

Note from the Chair - Martin Hancock 

Dear Supporters 

As you can see, the Suffolk Mammal Group has been particularly active recently - Otters, 
Hedgehogs, Badgers and Cetaceans all feature in this Newsletter. There has also been 
tremendous input from many of  you in supporting the work at Minsmere in both the 
preparation and live coverage of  BBC Springwatch. Suffolk Mammal Group got many 
mentions throughout the programmes and I also heard a very good programme on Suffolk 
Radio covering the work being done on Otter Spraint!  

You will also see that we have delayed the AGM until next Spring to coincide with the Suffolk 
Wildlife Trust financial year end. We will, however, still meet up in the Autumn. The Mammal 
Society have declared October 24 to 1 November “National Mammal Week” and we will be 
joining in by holding a days mammal recording. The venue will be around Barking (near 
Needham Market) on Sunday 25 October. We will send out more details later, but please put 
the date in your diaries and we hope to see as many of  you on the day as possible. Mammal 
recording, in conjunction with SBRC continues to be one of  our priorities.  

Best Regards 

Martin 
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Adrian Hinchliffe 



Suffolk Biological Recording Online 
 - Training Evening By Dennis Kell 
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In April, Ben Heather from the Suffolk Biological Record Centre 
(SBRC) introduced members to the new online recording system 
hosted by the centre. 

There are a wide variety of  means by which records of  mammals 
and any other species of  wildlife can be recorded ranging from a handwritten letter to an app 
on a mobile phone. In a short introduction, Ben explained how these records were collated and 
how difficulties in obtaining data for Suffolk may arise. He also discussed security of  sensitive 
sites or species and the huge value in being able to access up-to-date evidence about wildlife 
populations. 

He then explained how the new system of  recording hosted by the SBRC provided a “One 
Stop Shop” for all records and ensured that all local records were available in Suffolk as well as 
on a national database.  

After a brief  demonstration, it was heads down on the lap tops as we all registered with the 
SBRC and began to enter data from our own recent sightings. It didn’t take long before 
everyone was using the system effectively and a host of  new mammal records were added. 
Even those of  us who are not particularly regular computer users were able to enter records 
very quickly and the facility to use the map and aerial photographs made finding exact grid 
references very easy to do. 

Everyone left the session feeling empowered to continue adding records directly to the website 
and aware of  its enormous possibilities to help collate data that can be used to help protect our 
Suffolk wildlife. 

 

Many thanks to Ben Heather and the SBRC for leading the session and to Suffolk Wildlife 
Trust for hosting the event at Brook House. 

If  you have not registered with Suffolk Biological Recording Centre, visit their website 
and follow the instructions. All mammal records will be very much appreciated. 

www.suffolkbrc.org.uk 

Or contact direct at:  

SBRC, Ipswich Museum, High Street, Ipswich, IP1 3QH         01473 433547 

 

Stop Press:  We hope to provide members with an opportunity to use the system at our 
autumn field meeting at Barking on October 25th.  

Do you have an interesting story / comment / picture with reference to a mammal? If you could 

kindly send them in to me then they may well appear in the next edition of the newsletter. 

(adrian@wondersofwildlife.co.uk) 



 

Cetaceans 
By Alan Miller 
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Its been quiet this year so far with only 3 records for harbour porpoise, but we have had 
another sighting of  white beaked dolphins! This time off  Corton, where 6-7 animals were seen 
on 28th June. This is only the second record for Suffolk, the first being in June 2013 where 5 
were recorded by Dr Martin Perrow. I guess it could possibly be the same group. Here is an 
extract from his account: 

“We had left Lowestoft setting a course for Hamford Water where we were due to undertake a 

Little Tern survey. Travel speed was around 12 knots. As we were cruising, the skipper JC saw 

a large splash inshore and slightly ahead of  our position to starboard through the window. We 

immediately slowed perhaps expecting a Harbour porpoise or a Grey Seal that had unusually 

breached. However, at the next sighting of  a fin, Dr Martin Perrow confirmed that Dolphins 

were involved, perhaps Bottle nose Tursiops truncates or White‐beaked Lagenorhynchus albirostris.  

Dr Perrow immediately set up a camera with a 400 mm lens plus 1.4 converter. The next 

couple of  sightings allowed some  pictures from the deck area to the stern of  the vessel. The 

images confirmed White‐beaked Dolphin with a tall falcate fin and the diagnostic pale cape 

behind the dorsal fin.” 

© MartinPerrow 

© MartinPerrow 



 

EVENTS 2015 /2016 

Barking Mammal Survey - October 25th 2015  

Mammal Society “National Mammal Week” October 24th to 1st November.  
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                  AGM & Subscriptions                 

for the year 2015/2016  

 

Traditionally, for as long as I can remember, the group has held its AGM in the autumn and 
collected an annual donation for membership at that meeting. 

To keep in line with other groups and the financial year, an annual report of our finances is 
presented to Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT) in the spring. It will be much easier, if our annual 
subscriptions were also renewed at this time and we could also share our annual report of the 
finances with members at the same time. 

Therefore, the committee has decided to move both the AGM and subscription renewal to the 
spring. This means that for this year only, your membership will continue for an extra few months 
and there is no need to renew this autumn. You will continue to receive the newsletter and any 
other information from the group. 

We shall still hold the traditional autumn meeting where members can meet and take part in field 
activities. Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find the details for this year’s event on October 
25

th
 at Barking. 

Watch out for details of our AGM to be held next spring. This will be another chance to meet, 
catch up on recent mammal news and, of course, to renew your subscriptions! 

Dennis Kell - Treasurer 

9 Pheasant Rise, Copdock, Ipswich, Suffolk.  IP8 3LF. 

 

Not a member? Please support the Suffolk Mammal Group. 

Send us your details 

 

Name (s):       ………………………………………………………… 

Address:  ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

   ………………………………………………………… 

Telephone No:     ………………………………………………………… 

Mobile:  ………………………………………………………… 

E-mail:  ………………………………………………………… 


